[Contact dermatitis following cardiac pacemaker implantation].
The authors report a case illustrating the causality between the appearance of contact eczema and the implantation of a cardiac pacemaker. To the authors' knowledge, only 11 cases of eczema secondary to the implantation of a pacemaker have been previously reported, all in dermatological journals. In 60% of caes, the lesions were observed over the pacemaker implantation and the appearance of the rash varied from 2 days to 24 months. The causal allergens were mainly the metallic and plastic components. The physiopathological mechanisms, though not completely understood, are related to cellular immunity and therefore, to delayed hypersensitivity reactions. From the therapeutic point of view, locak steroid applications to limited excema lesions have been suggested but recurrence is common. The only effective treatment is removal of the allergen.